WEEK 5: THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA - THE TOLERANT CHURCH

Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities, but the one that received the longest letter. It lay
about 45 miles to the southeast of Pergamum and was famous for its textiles, especially the
production of purple dye and its trade guilds.!

This church was doing many things well, but they were being led astray by someone teaching
false doctrine. Evidently a woman claiming to be a prophetess had been influencing some in this
church to join the local trade guilds without which a tradesman could not work in Thyatira. This
meant participation in the guild feasts that included immoral acts and the worship of idols.?

Sometimes the pressure of “fitting in” with the world is overwhelming, but we are to stand firm
in our faith, trusting God to provide and to take care of us. We are also to stand firm on the truth
of God’s Word and not tolerate those who disregard and distort it. As you study this letter to the
church at Thyatira, be open to what God wants to teach you through the message to this church.

DAY 1: THE OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST
I. Looking to God’s Word
Read Revelation 2:18-29

1. What is your overall impression of this church?

2. This is the only time in the book of Revelation that the expression “Son of God” appears.’
What does this name infer and what are some possible reasons why it is used only with this
church?

! Tom Constable, Expository Notes on Revelation [CD-ROM], 33.
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3. Christ is described in 2:18 as “the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet
are like burnished bronze.” (See also 1:14-15.) Flame-like eyes suggest discerning and severe
judgment. “Burnished” means highly reflective.* Why would this description of Christ be
appropriate for this specific church?

4. The founding of the church at Thyatira is not mentioned in the Bible. However, as a note of
interest, according to Acts 16:14, who is from Thyatira?

I1. Looking Upward

5. What do these passages reveal to us about the character of God?

Genesis 16:13

Jeremiah 11:20

Jeremiah 17:9-10

Jeremiah 20:12

Acts 1:24

Acts 15:8

“Constable, Expository Notes on Revelation [CD-ROM], 33.



6. In what situations in your life does it bring comfort to know that God sees and knows your
heart?

When does it bring anxiety?

I11. Looking Deeper

As you read Psalm 139:1-16, list all the ways that God sees you and knows you.

IV. Looking Reflectively

“A church may feel satisfied with itself, have a good reputation in the community, or even with
other churches. But the penetrating eyes of the Lord Jesus see it as it really is.”

As God searches your heart and mind today, what would He find? What does your heart and
mind dwell on?

As God looks at us with His penetrating eyes which see all things, would He be disappointed
with us as a church? Would He be disappointed with you as an individual? If so, why?

3 MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, 97.



DAY 2: THE COMMENDATION
I. Looking to God’s Word
Read Revelation 2:19

1. What did He commend this church for and why are these qualities so vital to spiritual growth?

2. Compare and contrast this commendation with the commendation to the church at Ephesus
(2:2).

3. What similarities with the commendation to Thyatira do you see in Paul’s exhortation to
Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:11-12?

I1. Looking Upward

4. How are the qualities of love, faith, service, and perseverance related?

5. In which of these qualities are you the strongest? In which are you the weakest?

6. What can you do to strengthen where you are weakest?



I11. Looking Deeper

How does Paul’s commendation of the Colossian church in Colossians 1:3-8 compare to the
commendation of the church at Thyatira?

In 2 Peter 1:1-9, what qualities does Peter encourage believers to pursue and why?

IV. Looking Reflectively

The Christian life should never become stagnant, but always dynamic and growing as we
become more like Christ.

In what ways do you see progress and growth in your walk with God?

Thank Him for all He is doing in your life. If you feel you are stagnant in your walk, be honest
with God and ask Him to “rekindle the fire.” What steps do you need to take?

DAY 3: THE CRITICISM
I. Looking to God’s Word
Read Revelation 2:20-23

1. What is His criticism of this church and how does it compare/contrast with His criticism of the
church at Pergamum in Revelation 2:14-15?



2. What does this passage tell us about the woman “Jezebel”?

3. It is most likely that this woman’s name was not Jezebel, but she was called by that name
because of the similarities to the Jezebel in the Old Testament.

A. What do we know about the Old Testament Jezebel from these passages?

1 Kings 16:30-31

1 Kings 18:4

1 Kings 18:19

1 Kings 19:1-2

1 Kings 21:25-26

2 Kings 9:22

B. How are the two women similar?

4. What will be the results for her and for those who follow her if she continues in her lack of
repentance? What lesson can we learn from this?



5. What is the purpose in His judgment and why would that be important?

I1. Looking Upward

6. There are those in the Thyatira church who are not only tolerating Jezebel, but they are also
engaging in the sinful acts she is encouraging. How does a believer get to that point where he/she
becomes so easily swayed by lies and sin?

I11. Looking Deeper

Jezebel refused to repent and there would be consequences. Paul addresses repentance in
Romans 2:4-11.

List the attributes of God in this passage and how they relate to repentance.

What are the results of an unrepentant heart?

IV. Looking Reflectively

Knowing that Christ will judge us for our deeds should bring fear to those who teach and
practice false doctrine, but comfort and hope to those who love God and follow Him
wholeheartedly.

Is He pleased with your deeds?



Are you causing another believer to stumble in any way?

Is there an area in your life where you are unrepentant?

Ask God to search your heart (Psalm 139:23-24). Confess any unconfessed sin (1 John 1:9).
Meditate on Romans 2:4.

DAY 4: THE INSTRUCTION
I. Looking to God’s Word
Read Revelation 2:24-25

1. What is His instruction to the faithful “remnant” in the church and what does this instruction
mean?

2. What are some possible meanings to the phrase, “the deep things of Satan™?

3. We looked at Ephesians 6:10-17 when we studied the letter to the church at Pergamum and
you listed practical ways to stand firm. Look at this passage again and describe the struggle we
are up against as long as we are on this earth.

I1. Looking Upward

4. What are some lies that the “world” and Satan convey to us that are contrary to God’s truth?
Why do we sometimes believe them over God’s Word?



5. How have you experienced spiritual warfare in your life? How did you overcome it?

6. How do we in a practical sense “hold onto” or “hold fast” to what we have until He comes?

I11. Looking Deeper

In Revelation 2:25, they were instructed to hold fast what they have until He comes (NASB).
The NIV says, “Hold onto what you have...” What do these verses have to say about “holding
fast”?

Deuteronomy 11:22-23

1 Corinthians 15:1-2

1 Timothy 6:12

Hebrews 10:23

IV. Looking Reflectively

“The one thing that keeps the conscience sensitive to Him is the continual habit of being open to
God on the inside.” — Oswald Chambers®

Be careful. Don’t be subtly deceived by the practices and teachings of the world and Satan which
are contrary to God’s Word.

®Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, May 13.



What things in your daily life are you exposed to or involved with that might subtly distract or
pull you away from a closer walk with the Lord? Yield these to the Lord and allow Him to have
control.

Hold fast to Jesus Christ and the truth of His Word.

Are you holding strong or are you wavering? Meditate on Hebrews 10:23. “Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful” (NIV).

DAY 5: THE PROMISE
I. Looking to God’s Word
Read Revelation 2:26-29

1. In verse 26, as Jesus begins to lay out the promises to the one who overcomes, what is
different this time from all the previous verses addressed to the one who overcomes? What are
some possible reasons why He included this in this letter?

2. What two things does Jesus promise to the one who overcomes?

3. According to Revelation 5:10; 20:4-6; and 22:5, what does it mean that He will give them
authority and that they will rule?

4. In Revelation 2:28 He promises the “morning star” to those who overcome. According to
Revelation 22:16, who is the morning star?

5. What exactly is He promising? (See also 1 John 3:2-3.)



I1. Looking Upward

6. How does your life reflect the morning star?

I11. Looking Deeper

The quote that Jesus used in Revelation 2:26-27 is from Psalm 2, a Messianic Psalm which tells
how the Father gave the Messiah the rule over the nations of the world. This psalm is frequently
quoted in the New Testament, where it is applied to Christ as the great Son of David and God’s

Anointed.

What do you learn about His future reign from these passages?

Psalm 2

Revelation 11:15-18

Revelation 19:11-16

IV. Looking Reflectively
No matter how dark life gets on this earth, we can always look forward to the hope of our future.

Are you ready for His return?

Ask God to show you an area of your life that needs refining and polishing in order to more fully
reflect His radiance and glory to the world. Ask God to make you willing for Him to work in
your life as He needs to.

Spend some time praising Him in light of today’s lesson.






